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My son played his last football game of the season not too long ago. It
was a short season due to Covid, and he wanted me, his dad, to be at
this last game of the season. For a few weeks, through my wife, | have
been asked over and over to be at this game. Truthfully, | was never able
to attend any of my son’s games in the last 3 years. There was always
work to do and overlapping of schedules. Even if | found the time, my
body was too tired to sit 2-3 hours in a stadium late at night to watch a
game. This was not an easy thing for me. So, once again, | put it off to
next time. However, | think he was very sad that his dad could not show
up to his league championship game. On that night, | had to prepare for
missions training. | was also not feeling well, and | didn’t want to get
worse by sitting in a stadium. However, when | explained the situation,
it sounded like nothing more than excuses to my wife and son.

What is an excuse? Dictionary definition of excuse is a reason or ex-
planation put forward to defend or justify a fault or offense. As you
well know, excuses in the Bible began in Garden of Eden. After eating
fruit from the tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil forbidden by God,
the serpent became Eve’s excuse. Adam used Eve and even God to
hide his wrongdoing. What would have happened if Adam recognized
his fault and asked for forgiveness? | think we have a DNA in us mak-
ing excuses that began with Adam and Eve.

We make excuses for things that we want to avoid in our lives. Some-
times, these excuses become justified, and we may overlook. Other
times, others can clearly read what’s in our hearts, although nothing is
spoken. Sometimes, because of excuses, we lose opportunities and fail.
Especially, nowadays, we are quick to give the excuse ‘because of Covid’.
Perhaps, we need to think carefully and see if we are hiding behind this
excuse of Covid. However, on the last day when we stand in front of God,
can we give Him excuses? We cannot possibly give excuses to God who
knows everything about us and sees the center of our hearts. Today, our
day, work, and meeting of people are special opportunities that God
gave us. Excuses will make us lose opportunities. If you have lost an
opportunity because of excuse, maybe you can try again? Next season, |
will not make excuses but go to my son’s game and cheer for him.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Peter Joo

What Do You See?  2«kings 6:8-23

1. Think about what nickname you would like God to call you by, and please share your reason for this.

2. While prophet Elisha, who was called The chariots and horsemen of Israel” (2 Kings 13:14), was
staying at the city of Dothan, he was surrounded by the army of Aram (Syria) and in danger. Let's
examine what Elisha, a man of God, saw despite the danger facing him.

1) We must see God's and

- The reason that Elisha's servant was afraid of the army of Aram can be gleamed Elisha’s answer

to him and prayer (v. 16-17). Please discuss the reasons for the servant's fear, and what present
difficulties make you afraid.

@ Reasons for being afraid:

-( ) seemed greater than God (v. 15-16)
- Could not see the horses and chariots of fire protecting ( )(v. 17)
2) We must see the people who need . (v. 18-20)

- In order for Israel to witness God's power, Elisha led the blinded army of Aram (Syria) 12 miles

away to Samaria. Why did Elisha pray for Aram’s army to be blinded, and who was the prayer
really for?

- Those of us who have seen by faith must pray for others around us. Please share if there's
anyone that come to your mind.

3) We must see the we received from God. (v. 21-23)
While the king of Israel wanted to attack the army of Aram that was led astray (v. 21), Elisha did
not agree. What did Elisha urge the king to do with the prisoners, and what is the reason for this?
In the same vein, if you are not generous and kind to someone, what might be the reason?

3. The horses and chariots of fire signify God's divine protection. Have you ever felt God's divine
protection at a time of difficulty and danger? Let us share how we can live under God's protection.

m Song in Response: What Could Never Change



